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Voter Turnout
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Global trends in voter turnout
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Voter population statistics for countries that hold
national parliamentary elections (lower house)
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94 countries 114 countries 176 countries 194 countries

Note: International IDEA’s Voter Turnout Database lists only the countries/territories for which voter
turnout statistics are available. Voting age population is the estimated number of people above voting age.

Source: www.idea.int/data-tools/data/voter-turnout
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WHO HAS NO ACCESS TO FREE ELECTIONS?

Population of 42
countries where

elections are not
free* or there are
no elections at all

(2.3 billion)

Global
population
7.2 billion
(Dec 2014)

*These are countries which scored 3 and below in the Electoral Process and Pluralism
component of Economist Democracy Index 2014
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GLOBAL VOTER TURNOUT BY REGION, 1945-2019
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Data is for Legislative Elections (Single or Lower House) that took place
across the globe since 1945 and covers 1976 elections in total.
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Source: Voter Turnout Database, https://www.idea.int/data-tools/data/voter-turnout
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Voter turnout in Europe (1945-2015)
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Source: Voter Turnout Database, www.idea.int/data-tools/data/voter-turnout
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DECLINE OF VOTER TURNOUT IN EASTERN EUROPE
Differences in turnout between the first elections after the end of
Cold War and the most recent elections

Belarus (1995-2012; 5)

Russian Federation (1993-2011; 6)
Montenegro (2006-2012; 3)
Hungary (1990-2014; 7)

Bosnia and Herzegovina (1996-2014; 7)
Kosovo (2004-2014; 4)

Serbia (2007-2014; 4)

Yugoslavia, Former (1993-2003; 4)
Poland (1989-2015; 9)

Estonia (1990-2015; 8)

Macedonia (1990-2014; 8)
Lithuania (1990-2012; 7)

Latvia (1990-2014; 9)

Ukraine (1994-2014; 7)

Moldova (1994-2014; 7)

Croatia (1990-2015; 8)

Bulgaria (1991-2013; 8)

Slovenia (1992-2014;7)

Romania (1990-2012; 7)

Czechia (1990-2013; 8)

Slovakia (1990-2012; 8)

Albania (1991-2013; 8) -46

Figures in the brackets show the period when the elections were held and the number of
parliamentary elections took pace during this period.

Sources: Voter Turnout Database, www.idea.int/data-tools/data/voter-turnout
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VOTER TURNOUT: RECEF vs GLOBAL, 1945-2019
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Source: Voter Turnout Database, https://www.idea.int/data-tools/data/voter-turnout
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VOTER TURNOUT IN RECEF COUNTRIES
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Rwanda

Belgium
Guinea-Bissau

Sao Tome and Principe
Cameroon

Mauritius

Burundi

Mauritania

Comoros

Canada

Tunisia

Niger

Cape Verde

Benin

Guinea

Djibouti

Burkina Faso

Togo

Gabon

Chad

Senegal

Moldova, Republic of
Madagascar

Congo, Dem.Republic
Central African Republic
France

Romania

Mali

Cote d'lvoire

Haiti

Data for the latest legislative (lower house) elections in each country.

Source: wwwideaint/data-tools/datavoter-turnout
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Voter Turnout trends based on level of democracy
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Difference in voter turnout between women and men

Do you vote in national elections?
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Always Usually Never
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World Values Survey, Sixth wave (2010-14). Data were collected from 59 countries
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DIFFERENCE IN VOTER TURNOUT BETWEEN
WOMEN AND MEN

New Zealand |
Trinidad and Tobago
Taiwan ‘
Estonia

Georgia
South Aftica
Sweden
Thailand

Kazakhstan
Philippines

Algeria
Netherlands
Argentina
Australia

Colombia
India

in
United States.

Hong Kong
Azerbaijan
Tunisia

Egypt
Pakisten

Note
who answered “always to the question “Do you vote in the national elections?

Source: World Values Survey, Sixth wave (2010-14)
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Differences in voter turnout by age

Do you vote in national elections?

B Age 26 and above

B Age 25 and below

70 63%

Always Usually Never

Source: World Values Survey, Sixth wave (2010-14)
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COMPARISON OF YOUTH VOTER TURNOUT TO OVERALL VOTER TURNOUT IN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS
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The Election Legitimacy Problem:
- how low is too low?
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'SIX MORE YEARS Venezuela’srecord-low voter
turnout is the latest chapter in the death of its

democracy’
June 18 2018 REUTERS/CARLOS GARCIA RAWLINS

Voter turnout in Venezuelan presidential elections

Nicolds Maduro: “The revolution is here to stay!”
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What factors affect voter turnout?

SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS:

* Population size (turnout is higher when population is
smaller);

¢ Population stability (frequent movement from one place
to another decrease people’s desire to engage in political
processes);

* Economic development (people are more engaged in
political processes in developed countries).
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What factors affect voter turnout?

POLITICAL FACTORS:

* Closeness of elections (the closer the election between
parties or candidates is expected to be, the higher the
likelihood that voters will cast their vote);

* Perception of political issues at stake (important issues
at stake increase voter turnout);

o Campaign expenditures (more money spend on
campaigning increase awareness of an election);

« Political fragmentation (some argue that the availability
of more parties gives more options to voters, and thus
increase their desire to vote)

Electoral Processes ﬂ




2019-06-14

What factors affect voter turnout?

INSTITUTIONAL FACTORS:

e Electoral system (turnout is higher in proportional systems
compared to plurality/majority systems);

o Compulsory voting (when people are obliged to vote, turnout
increases dramatically);

e Concurrent elections (when several elections take place on
the same day voter turnout is usually higher);

* Registration requirements (In some settings, registration
may entail burdens on voters (e.g. costs, travel) and these can
affect registration and turnout rates);

¢ Voting arrangements (The design of various types of voting
arrangement can have an impact on voter turnout.).
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What factors affect voter turnout?

INDIVIDUAL FACTORS:

e Age (as stated earlier, youth voter apathy is a primary source
of concern in many countries);

e Education (higher levels of education can generally be
associated with higher rates of voter turnout);

o Political interest (the more a person is interested in politics,
the higher is his/her likelyhood to vote in elections);

e Civic duty (a perception of civic duty is one of the most crucial
factors affecting attitudes to voting in elections).

Electoral Processes ﬂ

10



2019-06-14

What factors affect voter turnout?

... AND MANY OTHER FACTORS:

¢ Perceived level of corruption (according to Sundstrom and
Stockemer (2015), perceptions of corruption in government
services suppress citizens’ desire to turn out on election day);

* Perception of electoral fairness (Birch (2010) finds that
perceptions of electoral integrity are positively associated with
voter participation);

» Decentralization (Blais et al. (2011) find that decentralization
increases turnout in regional elections);

The list goes on ...
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