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Shape your future! Vote!
A brief summary of an education program

Dániel Listár
National Election Office of Hungary
International Conference on Electoral Participation and Democratic Education
Sinaia, 6 June 2019

www.valasztas.hu

Default statement and goals

• Default statement: the young generation is not 
interested in politics (low voter turnouts)

• Target group: secondary-school students (14-18 yrs)

• Valuable prizes (motivation)
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Facebook quiz in 2014

• Prior to the parliamentary elections

• Practical guides and infos…

• …and a quiz game concerning the elections

• iPhones to win

• Quantitative advantage: message received by 90 000

• Qualitative disadvantage: too simple and not so 
educative

A new concept in 2015

• New goals: to improve both encyclopaedic 
knowledge and democratic skills (like perform 
a presentation and arguing)

• New partners: the European Parliament 
Liaison Office in Hungary, a civil association 
and local election offices

• New method: groups of four students must be 
formed
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On-line handbook

• Summarizes the encyclopaedic knowledge

• Main chapters:
I. Basics of democracy
II. Human rights
III.Citizenship
IV.Election, right to vote, electoral systems
V. International organisations

The competition
• Three rounds:

1. in the school (on-line) October
2. regional competition all over the country November
3. final competition in Budapest January

• Written exercises: tests, find the match, crosswords, picture 
identifying, text amendment

• Oral exercises: presentation of a local issue, making posters and 
short films, faction arguing, find out the terminology
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…and creative exercises

In numbers

• Participants:
– 2015/16: 215 teams = 860 students
– 2016/17: 110 teams = 440 students
– 2017/18: 159 teams = 636 students
– 2018/19: 86 teams = 344 students

• The first two teams to win a trip to the European 
Parliament.
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Thank you for your attention


